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Das. The delegates insisted upon their doubts being solved before
they voted. They insisted on understanding everything that was
going on.
Mr. Vallabhbhai Patel, Chairman of the Reception Committee,
took no more than fifteen minutes to read his address in Hindi.
There were no speeches to induct the President. The whole of
the function was performed by the All-India Congress Committee.
That saved at least two hours of the twelve thousand delegates and
visitors. The President's address took no more than twenty
minutes. Every speech was to the point and not a minute was
allowed to be wasted in idle talk.
In the nature of things too it could not well be otherwise.
The resolutions were addressed to the nation. They presented
a programme of earnest work that had got to be done if the
nation was to find her place in the world.
Extraordinary care was, therefore, taken both in the Subjects
Committee and the Congress to see that the resolutions were pro-
perly understood before they were voted upon.
So much for the business side.
THE EXHIBITION
The spectacular was no less impressive. The pandal itself was
a majestic structure covered with khadi all over. The arches also
of khadi, the Subjects Committee pandal of khadi. A beautiful
fountain surrounded by green lawns ornamented the front of the
pandaL At the back was a large pandal for overflow meetings where
all that had gone on in the Congress pandal was explained to the
thousands of spectators, men and women, who could not gain en-
trance for love or money.
The whole ground was a blaze of light at night, and being
on the river bank and just at the end of Ellis Bridge, presented
for full eight days for thousands of admiring spectators on the other
side a gorgeous appearance.
The exhibition ground was quite near. It attracted huge
crowds. It was a complete success. The attendance was beyond
all expectation; no less than forty thousand visited the exhibition
daily. It was a unique demonstration of what India can produce.
The chief attraction was the party from Chikacole who demonstra-
ted all the processes of cotton leading to the drawing out of yarn
up to 100 counts. No machinery could possibly make the snow-
like slivers that the delicate hands of the women of Andhra pro-
duced with their simple bones. No machine could draw the ex-
quisite thread that the delicate fingers of the Andhra women drew.